
UNIT 10 The weather of Malawi

Introduction
Every day, people experience changes in the conditions of the day. Some of
these changes could be the amount of rainfall sunshine, heat and wind
direction.

In this unit you will leam about weather and the instruments that are used
to measure elements of weather.

Activities
Elements of weather
The conditions of the day change all the time. A day can be described as
hot, cold, dry, wet, cloudy, windy, etc. These changes are referred to as
weather. These changes affect people in many ways. Some of the ways are:
. flooding because of heavy rains whidr destroy property, bridges and

roads

. good harvest because of sufficient rains

People foretell weather in many ways. Some of the ways of foretelling
weather are:
o the colour of the moon

o springing of new leaves on trees

Foretelling weather is important because it helps to plan activities, for
example, farming, processing flour and doing laundry.

Activity 1-A Observing elements of weather
1 Observe the following:

a. wind direction

b. cloud cover

c. sunshine

d. rainfall

2 lnyour groups discuss:

a. discuss what you have observed under the following:
i wind direction

ii cloud cover
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iii sunshine

iv rainfall

b. discuss other conditions not observed on this day

3 Report your findings to the class for discussion.

Actioity 18 Discussing the meaning of the term'weather'
1 In groups:

a. discuss the meaning of the term'weather'

b. identify the elements of weather

c. discuss how each element of weather affects people

2 Report your findings to the class for discussion.

Actiaity l-C Discussing the effects of weather elements on
people's lives

1 Study the illustrations below.
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2 In groups, discuss:
a. what is happening in the above illustrations

b. how each element in the illustration affects people

c. how other elements in the illustration affect people

3 Report your findings to the class for discussions.

Actiaity ID Identifying local ways of predicting weather
1 Find out from the community the local ways of predicting weather.

2 In groups, discuss how the local ways of predicting weather work.

3 Listen to a resources person talk on the ways in which weather is
predicted.

4 Demonstrate how some animals predict weather.

Instruments for measuring weather
Elements of weather can be measured using different instruments. The
following are some of them.

The rain gauge
This is used to measure rainfall.

the rain gauge

ature.

the thermometer
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The anemometer
Wind speed is measured using an anemometer.

the anemometer

The winil sock
A wind sock is used to measure wind direction.

5k ad*t

the wind sock

The winil oane
Wind direction is measured using a wind vane.

the wind vane
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Most of these instruments can be bought while others can be locally made.

Actioity 2 Making and using weather instruments
L Study the instruments on Pages 39 and 40 above.
2 ln groups, discuss the uses of the weather instruments.
3 Report your findings to the class for discussion.
4 In groups, make instruments assigned to you.
5 Using the instruments you have made, record some measurements of

the elements of weather.
6 Report your findings to the class for discussion.
7 Using the figures you have recorded, plot a graph.
8 Display your graphs for class discussion.

Review exercise
Answer the following questions.

L What is weather?

2 Mention any three elements of weather.

3 What would happen if the rain was not enough?

4 \Atrhy is it important to predict weather?

5 Mention the instruments used for measuring the following:
a. temperature

b. rainfall

Summary
Weather is the condition of an atmosphere over a particular period of time.
It has elements such as wind, rain, sunshine and clouds. The elements of

weather are measured using different instruments. These instruments can

be bought or made locally. Understanding weather is important because

one can plan for different activities.
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UNIT 11 The clirnate of Malawi

lntroduction
In Unit 10, you leamt about weather. You learnt that temperature, rainfalf

and clouds are some of the elements of weather' In this unit you will leam

about the climate of Malawi. This knowledge is expected to assist you to

understand the climate of Malawi.

Activities
Characteristics of the climate of Malawi
Climate has the same elements as that of weather. The difference is that

climate is observed over a long period of time.

a map of Malawi showing annual temperature
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The map of Malawi below shows annual rainfall in millimetres.
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The climate of Malawi is tropical or savanna. It is called tropical climate

because Malawi is within the tropics. The following are the characteristics

of tropical climate:
o wet and dry seasons

o heavy rains fall in summer

o the annual rainfall is about 762mrn

. summers are hot (around 32sC)

o winters are cool

Temperatureand rainfall are the most important_features of climate'

Therlfore, the climate of Malawi can be described according to how hot

and dry the area is.

Malawi is divided into hot-dry, hot-wet, warm-wet and cool-wet climactic

zones.

Hot-dry areas
These i-nclude the Lower Shire valley where croPs such as rice, sugar and

sorghum are grown.

Hot-wet arefls
These include the lake shore around Nkhata Bay and Nkhotakota districts

where crops such as tea, rubber and rice are grown'

Warm-wet arcas
These include the plains in the northern and central regions, eg,Mzimba,

Kasungu and Lilongwe Plains. Crops growTl include tobacco, maize and

ground nuts.

Cool-wet &reas
These are areas such as Nyika, Viphya Dedza and Mulanje. Crops grown

include tea and Irish Potatoes.

Actiaity 1 ' Identityingthe climatic zones of Malawi
L In groups:

a. 
-study 

the map of Malawi showing annual rainfall and temperature

b. explain the difference between climate and weather

c. identify the climatic zones of Malawi

d. discuss the characteristics of the climactic zones of Malawi

e. discuss croPs grown in the climatic zones
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2 Report your findings to the class for discussion.

Maior factors that influence the climate of Malawi
The factors which influence the climate of Malawi are as follows.

Latitude
Malawi lies in the southern hemisphere between latitudes 9oS and L7'S. It
is within the tropics. Therefore, it has tropical climate or savanna. The
movement of the sun north or south of the equator influences the climate.
In June, the country experiences a cool season because the sun is overhead
in the northern hemisphere. In December, the sun is overhead in the
southern hemisphere and, therefore, the country experiences the hot
season.

Altitude
Altitude refers to the height above sea level. This also influences the
climate of some areas in Malawi. Highlands in Malawi such as the Viphya
and Shire Highlands are cooler than low lands such as the Shire Valley.
This is because the higher one goes, the cooler it becomes. For every 200
metres one climbs upwards, the average temperature falls by 1"C.

Distance from the sea
Malawi is not very close to the sea. Most of the winds which bring rain to
Malawi are influenced by the Indian Ocean and the Congo air mass from
the Atlantic Ocean. As these pass over the oceans, they gather moisture
and bring heavy rainfall to Malawi.

Actiztity 2 Discussing the maior factors which influence the
climate of Malawi

1. In groups:
a. study the map of Africa showing latitudes and winds
b. locate the position of Malawi using the latitudes
c. discuss factors that influence the climate of Malawi.

4. Report your findings to the class for discussion.

Review exercise
Answer the following questions.

1 Describe the four dimatic zones of Malawi.

2 Give the characteristics of the climate of Malawi.

3 Describe the major factors that influence the climate of Malawi.
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4 Mention the major factors that influence the climate of Malawi.

Summary
Malawi i, *itt',ir, the tropics. It, therefore, experiences the tropical or

savanna climate. Generally, Malawi has four different climatic zones.

These are influenced by latitude altitude and distance from the sea.
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UNIT 12 The seasons of Malawi
Introduction
Malawi experiences changes in temperature just like any other area in the
world. some months are cool while others are hot. In Unit 11, you learnt
about the climate of Malawi. In this uni! you will learn about the seasons
of Malawi.

Activities
The characteristics of the seasons of Malawi
The temperatures in Malawi change from one month to another. This is
because of the position of the sun in relation to the earth. when the sun is
overhead Malawi, it is hot. when it is far from Malawi, it is cool.

the position of the earth in relation to the sun

Actioity 7 Discussing the characteristics of the seasons of
Malawi

L Individually, observe the vegetation in the local environment.
2 In groups, discuss the characteristics of the environment you have

observed.

47

2l March
(Spring Equinox

23 SeDtcmber
(Autmn Equimx

fr
AtA.*I:im,

ffiffi..*l

wffifl
w

*:.:4*4t
-ry

Eq-0afday and night



3 Report your findings to the class for discussion'

4 Individually, observe the position of the sun'

5 In groups:
a. identify the season

b. discuss the characteristics of other seasons not observed

c. match the common fruits with the seasons

6 Report your findings to the class for discussion'

The seasons of Malawi

some of the characteristics of the seasons of Malawi

Cool and dry season
This is fromMay to July when the sun is overhead in the northem

hemisphere. It is dry with mild temperature'
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Hot anil dry season
This is from August to November when it is hot and dry.
Hot anil u)et season
This is the longest season. It is from November to April. It is cloudy and
rainy,

Actiaity 2 Discussing the seasons of Malawi
1 In groups:

a. discuss the seasons of Malawi

b. match the seasons with the months of the year

c. draw an agricultural calendar

d. shade different seasons on your calendar
2 Report your findings to the class for discussion.

Actioity 28 Drawing a circle to show different seasons
L Individually:

a. draw a circle showing different seasons
b. display your work for class discussion

Review exercise
Answer the following questions.
L Describe the characteristics of the three seasons of Malawi.

2 \ /hich months are hot and wet in Malawi?

3 Explain the agricultural activities that take place in different seasons.

Summary
Malawi has three main seasons in a year. They are cool and dry hot and
dry and hot and wet seasons. These are caused by the changes in the
position of the sun in relation to the earth. The seasons influence people's
activities.

l
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UNIT 13 Environment

lntroduction
People are surrounded by things. These things form the environment.

In Unit 2, youlearnt about features which form part of the environment'

In this umf you will leam about the components, importance and the

destructive agents of the environment.

Activities
Composition of the environment
Environment refers to the world around us. The environment is composed

of things like soil, plants, air, furniture and animals. These are grouped

into diiferent components. The following are the comPonents and their

examples.
Physical enoironment
Eximples of the components of the physical environment are soil, air,

plants, animals, rivers and water.

Social enoironment
Examples of the social environment are mostly artificial things such as

roads, building+ cars and dams.

Cultwal enoironment
Examples of the cultural environment include customs, languages,

buildings and taboos.

All the components depend on each other and are interrelated.

Actiztity 1 Identifying the comPonents of the environment

1 Observe the environment.

2 Record whatever you see around you.

3 Study the illustrations below and on Pages 5L and 52.
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In groups, identify things in the illustrations.

In groups, match the things you have identified with the components
using the table below.

Gomponent Things

Physical environment

Social environment

Cultural environment

6 Report your findings to the class for discussion.

The importance of the environment
The environment is important because it:
. provides a home for both people and animals (tamed and wild)

o is a source of water

o is a source of fresh air

Actiaity 2 Discussing the importance of the environment
1 Study the illustrations in your books on Pages 51-52'

2 In groups, identify the resources shown in the illustrations.

3 Discuss the uses of the resources you have identified.
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4 Discuss other examples of the importance of the environment not
mentioned above.

5 Report your findings to the class for discussion.

Destructive agents of the environment
The environment is destroyed by a number of things. The things that
destroy the environment are called destructive agents. Some of the
destructive agents are as follows.
People
People cut down trees in order to open new gardens as shown in the
illustration below.
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cutting down trees in order to open a new garden

Animals
Animal grazing depletes land resources such as grass and soil as shown in
the illustration below
Running water
Flood waters wash away soil and vegetation and cause displacement of
people as shown in the illustration below.
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floods washing away soil and vegetation

Actiaity 3 Identifying the destructive agents of the
environment

L Observe around and outside the classroom.

2 Record whatever has been damaged or destroyed.

3 Identify the things that destroy or damage what you have identified.

4 Explain how the damage or destruction was done.

5 Identify other destructive agents not mentioned above.

6 Report your findings to the class for discussion.

The rights and responsibilities of people to the environment
People have the following rights.

Right to a clean anilhealthy enaironment
This mear,s that every indiriidual is entitled to a clean and healthy
environment. It is, therefore, the responsibility of every citizen to take care
of the environment in order to keep it clean and healthy.

Right to clean utater
This means that every person is entitled to have water, which is clean and
not polluted. Citizens have the responsibility of taking care of the water
including water sources to avoid polluting them.

Right to clean air
This means that every person is entitled to clean air, which is not polluted
to avoid disease. Everyone should be free from air pollution.
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Right to a safe enaironment
This means that every person is entitled to an environment which will not
disfurb someone's peace. An environment which is safe to live in is free
from the activities that can harm the environment.

Responsibilities
When exercising the right to the environmenf people have the following
responsibilities:
. using toilets and latrines correctly in order to have a clean and healthy

environment

. disposing of refuse properly to avoid polluting the environment

. using and taking care of all things used including caring for the
resources in the environment

. taking care of water sources in order to have clean water

. being mindful of everyone's rights including the right to life

Actioity 4 Discussing people's rights and responsibilities to
the environment

1 Listen to a resource person talking on how human rights contribute to
the destruction of the environment.

2 Identify resources which have been destroyed.

3 Suggest ways of replenishing them.

4 Suggest your responsibility on the resources you have at your school.

5 Develop a way of telling people around on how to care for the things
around your school.

6 Report your findings to the class for discussion.

7 Conduct a clean up activity while singing kamtole n'tole e! e!

Review exercise
Answer the following questions.

L Name the components of the environment.

2 Explain the importance of the environment.

3 Explain the rights and responsibilities of people to the environment.
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Summary
The world around everyone is called environment. The environment is
composed of several things. These things are grouPed into components
which depend upon each other. Sometimes the environment is damaged
by destructive agents. Although people have rights to the environmenf
there is a need to be responsible when using the resources provided by the
environment.

)
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UNIT 14 Forestry
Introduction
In Malawl land is used in different ways. one of the uses is forestry. In
unit 13, you leamt about the environment. Forestry forms part of the
environment. In this unit you will learn about forestry the importance of
forests, how they are destroyed and ways of conserving them.

This knowledge is expected to enable you to appreciate the importance of
forests and the need to conserve them.

Activities
Forest, forestry and forest reserves
Malawi has different types of forests. These are exotic (those with trees
originating from other countries) and indigenous (those with trees that
grow naturally). A forest is a large area of land covered by trees which are
either planted or natuial. Forestry is the practice of growing trees. A
forest reserveisan area controlled by the govemment and community.
Malawi has several forests and forest reserves as shown in the map below.

Mafinga Hills

N
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Mkuwazi

Chisasira

Ntchisi

Kongwe
Dowa Hills
South Senga

'  u Namizimu
Nkopola

Mulanje Mountain
.- Lichenya

Thuchila

a map of a Malawi showing forest reserves
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Activity 1 Discussing the forests reserves of Malawi

1 Individually, observe the forest near your school'

2 In grouPs:
a. 

* 
discuss the types of trees found in this forest

b. discuss the meaning of forest, forestry and forest reserve

c. give examples of exotic and indigenous trees

3 Report your findings to the class for discussion'

4 In groups, study the map of Malawi showing forest reserves provided,

and:
a. identify three forest reserves from each of the three regions

b. draw a map of Malawi showing forest reserves

5 Display your maPS for others to see and comment on'

6 Report your findings to the class for discussion'

The importance of forests
The foltowing are some of the ways in which forests are important.

. They provide shelter and food to animals'

. They provide firewood and charcoal for home use'

Actiaity 2 Discussing the importance of forests

L In groups:

a.studythethingsfromtreesyouhavebeenprovidedwith.

b. identify things made from wood within the ciass

c. discuss the uses of the things on display and the ones you have

identified

2 Report your findings to class for discussion'

3 In grouPs, discuss the importance of forests in Malawi'

4 Report your findings to ciass for discussion'

The destruction of forests
Forests in Malawi are destroyed in several ways. some of the ways are:

o cutting down of trees for charcoal buming

r uncontrolled bush fires
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Actiuity 1 Discussing the forests reserves of Malawi

1 Individually, observe the forest near your school'

2 In groups:
a. discuss the types of trees found in this forest

b. discuss the meaning of fores! forestry and forest reserve

c. give examples of exotic and indigenous trees

3 Report your findings to the class for discussion'

4 In groups, study the map of Malawi showing forest reserves provided,

and:
a. identify three forest reserves from each of the three regions

b. draw a map of Malawi showing forest reserves

5 Display your maPs for others to see and comment on'

6 Report your findings to the class for discussion'

The importance of forests
The followrng are some of the ways in which forests are important.

. They provide shelter and food to animals'

. They provide firewood and charcoal for home use. .!

Actiaity 2 Discussing the importance of forests l

L In groups:

a. study the things from trees you have been provided with'

b. identify things made from wood within the class

c. discuss the uses of the things on display and the ones you have

identified

2 Report your findings to class for discussion.

3 In grouPs, discuss the importance of forests in Malawi'

4 Report your findings to class for discussion.

The destruction of forests
Forests in Malawi are destroyed in several ways. Some of the ways are:

o cutting down of trees for charcoal buming

o uncontrolled bush fires
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Actiaity 3 Discussing ways in which forests are destroyed
L Individually, study the illustrations below.

c

ftr groups:
a. discuss what is shown in the above illustrations

b. identify other ways in which forests are destroyed

Report your findings to the class for discussion.
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4 In groups, develop future's wheels on the causes and effects of

destroying the forests.

5 Display the future's wheels developed'

Ways of conserving forests
Ufhen forests are destroyed, people suffer in different ways' Forests need

to be conserved for nr" ty ttre future generation. Some of the ways of

conserving forests are as follows.
. avoiding and controlling bush fires

o making fire breaks around forests

. afforestationandreafforestation

Actioity 4 Discussing ways of conserving forests
In groups:
1 a. study the illustration below

a fire break around a forest reserve

b. discuss what you see in the above illustration

c. suggest other ways of conserving forests

2 Report your findings to the class for discussion'

3 As a class, choose one of the ways of conserving a forest and work on a

project to conserve a forest near your school, or create a new forest.
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a

Actiaity 3 Discussing ways in which forests are destroyed
1 Individually, study the illustrations below.

c

In groups:
a. discuss what is shown in the above illustrations

b. identify other ways in which forests are destroyed

Report your findings to the class for discussion.

'--a\-->- 
4:'r-->

LJ7:-.:y-3-



Review 
"*"r"i""Answer the following questions.

1 \A/hat is the diffeience between forestry and a forest reserve?

2 Name any three forest reserves in Malawi.

,3 Explain two ways in which forests are important.

4 Explain any three ways in which forests are destroyed.

5 Suggest one way of conserving forests.

Summary
There are different types of forests in Malawi. some are indigenous while
ot\rers are exotic. Trees from the forests are used in different *yr such as
firlwood and timber. somefimes forests are destroyed. There is a need to
cotserve them for use by the future generation.

I
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Some of the main factors that influence farming in Malawi are as follows.

Relief and drainage
. Maize, tobacco, groundnuts and beans grow weII in flat but well-

drained plains inDedza, Lilongwe, Mchinjr, Kasungu, Mzimba,

Rumphi and Chitipa. The crops also grow well in the higher areas of

Dowa" Ntchisi, Thyolo and Mulanje.

. Coffee grows in the highlands of Misuku Hills in Chitipa and Phoka

Hills in Rumphi.

. Sugar-cane and rice are grown in the dambos of the lakeshore and the

Shire Valley.

o Most of the cattle are reared in plain areas of Lilongwe, Dedza, Ntcheu,

Mzirnba, Karonga, Chitipa and Chikwawa Districts. The areas have

nafural grass which is used as pasture, especially dambo areas.

Soils
o Maize and tobacco grow in the fertile loam soils found in the central

region.

o Cotton grows in clay solIs (makande) of the Lower Shire.

o Cassava and sweet potatoes grow in sandy loam soils.

Rainfall
. The high rainfall areas of Thyolo, Mulanje and NkhataBay are good for

tea growing.

. Moderate rainfall in the Lower Shire Valley is good for cotton growing.

Temperature
. The cool temperatures of the Misuku Hills in Chitipa and Phoka Hills

in Rumphi enable coffee to grow well.

. The hotter areas along the Lakeshore and the shire valley enable

cotton, rice and sugarcane to grow well.

Capital
. The word capital refers to money needed by farmers to buy farm

inputs such as fertilizers, seeds, ploughs and tractors. Many people in

Malawi do not have the capital. Therefore, farming is affected.

Transport and markets
Transport is needed to carry:
. crops for sale at the market

o fertilizers and seeds to the farms
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In Malawi, the Agricultural Development and Marketing Corporation
(ADMARC) buys most of the crops from farmers.

Inigation
Irrigation is done mainly in the sugar-cane plantations at Dwangwa in
Nkhotakota and Nchalo in Chikwawa. However, small-scale irrigation is
done to grow maize and rice along the major rivers and lakeshore areas.
Irrigation increases food production.

Activity 2 Discussing factors influencing farming
1 Study the map of Malawi on page 63 of this book, which shows crop

and cattle producing areas.

2 Ia groups:
a. identify areas which are not suitable for crop production

b. give reasons why the areas are not suitable for farming

c. give reasons why there are fewer cattle in the southern region of
Malawi

3 Report your findings to the class for discussion.

Problems affecting farming
The following are some of the factors that affect farming.

Rapiil p opulation growth
This means more food is needed for the people.

Poaerty
Most Malawians are too poor to buy fertilizers and farm equipment.

Lack of pastures
Natural grasses become scarce especially during the dry season.

Actiztity 3 Discussing problems affecting farming in Malawi
1 Listen to a resource person talking on the problems affecting farming.

2 Read a list of problems associated with farming identified above.

- 3 In pairs, discuss other problems that affect farming in Malawi.

4 Report your pair work to the class for discussion.

Main fishing areas in Malawi
Fish provides food and protein to many Malawians. It is also an important
source of money to families through sales by local fisher persons. The main
fishing areas are lakes and rivers. The fish caught are chambo, milamba,
ntchira, usipa, utaka, matemba and kampango.
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Actioity 4 Identifying the main fishing areas in Malawi

1 Study the map of the main fishing areas in Malawi below.

a map of Malawi showing the main fishing grounds

2 In pairs, identify the main fishing areas marked A, B, C, D, E and F.

3 Report your work to the class for discussion.

Methods of catching fish
The following are some of the methods of catching fish.

1
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Fish traps ()ono')
These look like baskets. They are laid in water with or without food inside.
Any fish that enters the fish trap gets caught since it fails to come out.
Fish net ('khoka')
This is a long net with small holes. People pull the net to the shore from
both ends with fish trapped in it.

Eishing line anilhook
A hook is fixed with a bait. When the fish eats the bait, the fish is hooked
and caught.

using a fishing line and a hook

Gill net ('mono')
The gill net is hung in the water at the level of the swimming fish and left
overnight. The fish are caught in the gills by the mesh as they try to swim
through the holes.
Traul net
A trawl net is like a large mesh bag which is pulled along by a motor boat.
Most nets are made of nylon which is very strong.

Actioity 5 Discussing methods of catching fish
1 In pairs, discuss any traditional methods of catching fish used in your

local environment.

2 Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of each fishing method.

3 Report your work to the class for discussion.
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Problems affecting fishing in Malawi
The following are some of the problems affecting fishing in Malawi.

Ozter-fishing
There is a lot of fishing taking place especially in the lakes. This is because

of high population which is still growing and use of nets which have small

holes. The nets catch even small fish which could have been caught in the

future.

E ishing during bree ding p erto d
There are times when fish lay eggs and breed young ones. Howevet,

fishing is sometimes done at this time. This leads to destruction of eggs

and killing of young fish.

Poot transport
Some of the fish rots quickly because of poor transport and hot

temperatures.

Actioity 6 Discussing problems affecting fishing in Malawi
1 In groups, discuss any other problems that affect fishing in your area'

2 Report your group work to the class for discussion.

Ways of conserving fish resources
Fish can be conserved in the following ways.
r ensuring that laws on the right sizes of fishing nets are used. This will

allow small fish to pass through the net

o ensuring that no fishing is done during the breeding period

Actiaity 7 ldentifying ways of conserving fish
1 Your teacher will take you to a nearby market. At the market, ask fish

sellers questions on some of the following points:
a. Wpes of fish sold at the market

b. sources of fish brought to the market

c. problems fish sellers face

2 In groups, discuss:
a. what you have learned from the market visit

b. attempts made to improve fish supplies in your area

c. ways of conserving fish resources

3 Report your work to the class for discussion.
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Review exercise
Answer the following questions.
1 Explain the types of farming methods in Malawi.

2 Explain factors which influence farming in Malawi,

3 Describe problems associated with farming.

4 State the main fishing areas in Malawi.

5 Describe the various fishing methods used in Malawi.

6 Explain the problems associated with fishing in Malawi.

7 Describe how fish resources can be conserved.

Summary
Many people in Malawi earn their living through farming. Farming is
influenced by various factors such as relief and d,rainage soils, rainfall and
availability of markets. Problems associated with farming include soil
erosion and changes in the amount of rainfall.

Fishing is also an important activity because it provides food and
employment. The lakes and rivers are the main fishing areas. The fish
caught include chambo, milamba, usipa,etc. Fish are caught by using
different methods such as lines and hooks, nets and fish traps. Over-
fishing is one of the main problems. Fish, therefore, must be conserved for
future use.
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UNIT 16 Soil erosion

lntroduction
In Standard 5, you leamt about the types of soil and how it is destroyed. In

this unit, you will learn about soil erosion. It is important for everyone to

take part in controlling soil erosion.

Activities
Types of soil erosion
Soil erosion is the removal of top soil.
erosion. In Malawi, the most common
wind erosion.

an eroded area

Splash erosion
This is the type of erosion caused by rain drops which hit the ground and
break the soil into particles. The splashed soil particles are then carried
away by running water.

Sheet erosion
This type of erosion is caused by the flow of water on a larger flat surface
area which leads to the removal of top soil'

There are different types of soil
ones are splash, sheet, rill, gully and
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Rill erosion
This is the type of erosion caused by running water, which concentrates in
small channels down a slope carrying away the soil.

Gully erosion
This is the type of erosion similar to rill erosion only that the small
channels in rill erosion are deepened and made wider and more soil is
washed away.
Wind erosion
This is the removal of loose dry top soil.

Actioity 1 Discussing types of soil erosion
L In groups:

a. study the illustration of an eroded area on page 70 above

b. discuss what is shown in the illustration

2 Report your findings in to the class for discussion.

3 Visit the eroded areas around your school.

4 In groups, discuss what you have observed.

5 Discuss the types of soil erosion observed.

6 Report your findings to the class for discussion.

Practices which encourage soil erosion
Soil erosion may be caused by people's activities, running water, wind,
animals and bush fires. Soil erosion is encouraged by people's practices
such as:
o setting harmful bushfires
. overgrazing and overstocking of animals

Erosion destroys the environment and causes problems such as loss of top
soil and ground water, siltation and flooding.

Actiuity 2 Discussing practices which encourage soil
erosion

1 In groups:
a. discuss other practices which encourage soil erosion

b. discuss the effects of soil erosion

2 Report your findings to the class for discussion.
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Ways of controlling soil erosion
Soil as a nafural resource needs to be conserved. Therefore, soil erosion

needs to be controlled. There are different ways of controlling soil erosion.

Some of them are:
o planting trees and grass

. avoiding overpoPulation of animals

. following good land husbandry practices

Actioity 3 Discussing ways of controlling soil erosion
1 In pairs, discuss other ways of controlling soil erosion.

2 Report your findings to the class for discussion.

3 Fill eroded areas around your school.

4 Plant trees and grass around your school.

Review exercise
Answer the following questions.
L Describe any two types of soil erosion.

2 Explain three practices which encourage soil erosion.

3 State two effects of soil erosion.

4 Mention three ways of controlling soil erosion.

Summary
There are different types of soil erosion. Sometimes soil erosion can be

encouraged by people. Therefore, there is a need for everyone to take part

in controlling soil erosion.
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UNIT 18 Gitizenship

lntroduction
People who by birth or by law belong to a country are called citizensof
that country. For example, all people belonging to Malawi are Malawians
and those who belongto Zarr.bia are Zambians.

In this unit, you will learn about citizenship. This is intended to enable you
to become responsible citizens.

Activities
Citizenship in Malawi
A person may become a citizen of Malawi in the following ways.

By birth
Every person born in Malawi with both or one of the parents as a
Malawian is a citizen of Malawi.

By descent
Every person born outside Malawi with both or one parent who is a citizen
of Malawi is a Malawian citizen.

By registration
A person can be a citizen of Malawi if he/she applies for citizenship.

By naturalisation
A non-Malawian can also apply to become a citizen of Malawi if he/she has
resided in Malawi for 7 yearc, has good character and follows the laws of
Malawi.

By marriage
If a woman is a wife to a Malawian citizen, she becomes a citizen of
MaIawi.

Good citizenship
People in communities behave and do many things differently. Some
behave well and others do not. Those with good behaviour and do good

things are called good citizens. Examples of good citizens are those who:
. help others with food, clothes and shelter

r share books, pencils, rulers and pens

. tell the truth
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o attend classes

o educate others

. cooperate with others

. report crimes to police

. brinS iustice and peace

o participate in self-help projects.

Bad citizenship
Examples of bad citizens are those who:
. are dishonest

. bully others

\ . are not kind

, . steal other people's property
\

. beat others

. are impolite to others

. are not respectful to elders and teachers

. run away from classes

. arelazy

Activity 1A Discussing the meaning of the term 'citizen'

1 Individually, write the meaning of the term'citizen'.

2 Share your answer with a friend.

3 As a pair, report your findings to the class for discussion

Actiztity 18 Discussing ways of acquiring citizenship in
Malawi

1 In groups:
a. identify ways of becoming a citizen of Malawi

b. discuss ways of becoming a citizen of Malawi
2 Report your findings to the class for discussion.

Actiztity l,C Identifying types of Malawian citizenship
1 In groups:

a. identify two types of citizen

b. discuss the two types of citizen



c. give an example of each type of citizen
2 Report your findings to the class for discussion.

Qualities of a good citizen
Every person is known by his/her behaviour. A good citizen is a person

who has an acceptable behaviour in society. The following are qualities of

a good citizen.

Toletance
This involves accepting or listening to what other people say whether in

politics, religion or class discussions.

Unselfishness
This is the behaviour of not having all good things for oneself at the

expense of others.

Cooperation
This involves working together with others for the good of all.

Actioeness
This is the behaviour of serving the community directly by doing
something.

Activity 2A Discussing the qualities of a good citizen
1 In groups:

a. identify other qualities of a good citizen

b. discuss the qualities of a good citizen

2 Report your findings to the class for discussion.

Actioity 28 Role playing qualities of a good citizen
1 Role play a situation showing:

a. tolerance

b. forgiveness

c. respect

2 Discuss the lessons learnt from the role plays.

The duties of a citizen
Every citizen has duties. Duties refer to all the things that a citizen must do
for his/her community or country. Some of the duties are as follows:

Respect for other people
For example, one is free to talk in class but must not make noise that
disturbs others.
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Protection of the state
Every citizen has a duty to help protect the people of the country and their
property.
Paying rates and taxes
Every citizen has a duty to pay rates and taxes regularly. The collected
money helps the govemment to provide various services to its people.
Eilucating otherc
This can be done by setting good examples and participating in literacy
campaigns.

Activity 3 Discussing the duties of a citizen to a country
1 In groups:

a. identify other duties of a citizen to a country
b. discuss the duties of a citizen to a country

2 Report your findings to the class for discussion.

3 Role play a citizen assisting:
a. the court

b. the police

4 Discuss the lessons leamt from the role plays.

The rights and responsibilities of a citizen
Rights are all things that a citizen is entitled to and responsible for. Some of
the rights and responsibilities of a citizen are summarised in the following
table.

Right Responsibility

1 Right to access
social services

. to take care of the social services or facilities so
that they last long

. government has to provide social services

Right to education r teachers to teach and assist leamers

o learners to attend lessons, respect teachers,
study, obey school rules and regulations

o parents to send children to school including
orphans and to provide support

. govemment to construct schools and provide
materials
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Right Responsibility

3 Rights to protection . governrnent has to protect citizens and their
property, ie, establishment of armed forces, the
police and the courts

Right to own
property

. a citizen has to protect others as well as their
properties

. government has to ensure that its citizens have
homes, land and property

o to take care and protect the property

5 Right to economic
welfare (employment)

. goverrunent has to create jobs and job

opportunities for its citizens

. Employees/citizens have to work and be

obedient

Right to vote r citizens who have attained the official voting
age have to register, cast votes and accept
results

. govelrunent has to facilitate free and regular
elections; and educate the citizens about the
elections

7 Right to participate
in civic affairs

. a citizen has to take part in the running of
government

. goverrunent has to provide citizens with the
oppo*unity to participate

\

Actioity 4 Identifying the rights and responsibilities of a
citizen

L Listen to a resource person talking on rights and responsibilities.

2 In groups:
a. identify rights and responsibilities of a citizen

b. discuss rights and responsibilities of a citizen 
\

c. march the following rights against resPonsibilities givenron page
86.

l n
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Rights Responsibilities

a. Right to vote 1 Study what you write

b. Right to protection 2 Register as voter

c. Right to education 3 Protect others and their
property

d. Right to access social
services 4 Take care of the social services

3 Report your findings to the class for discussion.

A citizen in different communities
A person is a social animal. This makes you and me live with other people
in a community. A community is a group of people who live in the same
area and have the same interests. A family, village, town, churckr, school,
mosque, play group, work place and state are some of the communities to
which a citizen belongs.

Actioity 5A Discussing the citizen in a community
1 Brainstorm the meaning of the term'community'.
2 In groups:

a. discuss the meaning of a'communit5r'

b. identify communities to which you belong

c. discuss communities to which you belong

3 Report your findings to the class for discussion.

Actiaity 58 Suggesting the duties of a citizen in a
community

1 In groups/ suggest two duties of a citizen in each of the following
communities:
a. family

b. play group

c. school

d. work place

e. state

2 Report your findings to the class for discussion.
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Actiaity 6A Identifying examples of patriotism
L In groups:

a. give examples of symbolic acts of being patriotic

b. give examples of being unpatriotic

2 Report your findings to the class for discussion.

Actioity 68 Discussing the case study of John Chilembwe

Read the case study and answer the questions that follow.

John Chilembwe

Before independence, Molowi, then Nyosolond, wos ruled by -
whites. They did mony bad things ogoinst the wishes of
Molowions. For exomple, they took over the fertile londs, mode
the Molowians work without ony poy.

In 1915, John Chilembwe rose ogoinst the white rule. The
whites kil led him for leoding the uprising. After some yeors, in
1959, some Molowions olso revolted agoinst the white rule.
They too were imprisoned ond some were killed for their wish
for independence. \

Questions
1 \A/hy was John Chilembwe and other Malawians killed in 1915 and

1959?
2 If you were there in 1915 or 1959, would you have supported the

uprising against the whites? \AIhy?
3 Do you do similar things for your school? Family?

The importance of being patriotic
Patriotism is the positive and supportive attitude or love of one's country

which an individual or a group of people shows. It is associated with

symbolic acts such as:
. defending one's country when attacked |"
o talking good of one's country
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. loving and being proud of one's culfure such as promoting one's
culture like traditional dances, dressing and appearance

o loving and being proud of one's environment such as conservation of
the environmenf not destroying government structures, road signals,
telephone wires, electrical equipment

' being proud of one's country achievements such as development in
education, health, economy, sports and athletics

. associating oneself with other citizens of one's own countty, ie,
discrimination on ethnic or regional lines

' respecting the national flag and the national anthem by standing at
attention when raising the national flag and singing the national
anthem

. Being patriotic is important because it shows:
unity
loyalty
cooperation

love

Review exercise
Answer the following questions.
1" Give the meaning of the term'citizen'.
2 State any three ways of acquiring citizenship in Malawi.
3 \Alhat is the difference between a duty and a right?

4 What type of citizen is a person who is kind and helps others?

5 Write down two qualities of a good citizen.

6 Give examples of communities to which citizens belong.

7 Explain the importance of being patriotic.
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Summary
Generally, the behaviour of people in communities is different. Some

people have good character while others do not. Those with good

chaiacter and do good things are patriotic to the country and are called

good citizens. Those with unbecoming behaviours are called bad citizens.

Therefore, it is important that you should be patriotic.

1
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UNIT 19 : Children's rights
Introduction
In u'rit 1g you learnt about citizenship. one of the topics you studied was
on the duties and rights of a citizen. ln tnis unit, you -iil l"u* about
children's rights. Knowledge of your rights will also enable you to claim
them whenever they are not being obseived or followed by o*rer people.

Activities
Children's rights and freedoms
All things that people have because they are human beings are called
human rights. Every person has rights the moment sf,"/fr" is bom.
Human rights are not made by govemment. They cannot be taken away
from a person.

I am a Moslem

/  Iamawhi te
/

In Malawi, any person who is below 16 years is taken as a child. All
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I am a Christian

I have rights and
freedoms

My father is rich

I am HlV-positive

I am a girl



children have rights. This includes orphans (ie, those who do not have

both parentsl ana those with disabilities. The following are examples of

children's rights and freedoms:

Right to life
Every child has the right to live.

right to life

Right to a name
EvLry child must be given a name and registered as a Malawian as soon as

he/she is bom.

Right to equalitY
Ev"ery child is equal to every other child. Children should be treated

uqnuily. No child should be treated unfairly because of his/her sex,

disability, tribe or HIV status

Right to ilignity
Every child has the right to be respected by every body. He/she must not

be beaten or treated in a cruel manner.

Right to parental carc and guidance
Ev-ery chitd has the right to know his/her parents. Parents.or guardians,

*.rri brirrg up the chiid properly. He/she must not be neglected or used as

cheap labour.

B8

not ki l l  me. I
hove the right to



Right to play
Every child must be given the chance to play with others.

\\t:$
-."..q*fp

every child has the right to play

Rights of physically and mentally challengeil people
Any child who has a physical disability has the right to:

be looked after and taken care of

be given the chance to go to school
Right to fooil and clean water
Every child must be provided with enough food and clean water.
Right to health
Every child has the right to be taken to the hospital or dispensary when
sick.
Right to education
Every child has the right to go to school, and primary education must be
free.
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Right to tiberty
Every child has the right to move about freely from one place to another
without fear of being stopped by anybody.

Right to information
Every child has the right to get information from anywhere, including
information about HIV and AIDS.

Right to protection
Every child has the right to be protected from:
. being given hard physical work
o working long hours
. sexual abuse (rape/defilement)

. being sold

Freeilom of expressionl speech
Every child has the freedom to say what he/she wants to say to others.

Ereeilom of association
Every child may join a company or group of friends if he/she wishes to
play or talk on any matters.

Activity 1A Discussing the meaning of 'human rights'
L In pairs:

a. discuss what you must have as a Person
' 

b. explain what you understand by human rights

c. give five examples of human rights

2 Report your pair work in class.
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Actioity 18 Discussing rights and freedoms
1 In groups:

a. brainstorm your rights and freedoms

b. discuss the rights and freedoms

2 Report your group work to the class for discussion.
- Actiaity IC Completing a checklist on rights and freedoms

1 Individually, read each statement and tick agree or disagree in the right
column. Give reasons for agreeing or disagreeing with the statement.

Statements Agree Disagree Reason

1 Parents or guardians
should punish me if I
come home late.

2 Parents or guardians
should allow me to play
with anyone at school.

I would be happy to sell
bananas or sugarcanes
or mandazi at a market
or roadside to get money
for my family.

4 I would like to be free and
go anywhere after school.

5 It is not good to speak at
the time my friend is
speaking.

2 Let the learners report their work to class for discussion.

Children's rights and responsibilities
A responsibility is a duty that one has to do to others, because they too are
people. Children have responsibilities for every right they have. Examples
of children's rights and responsibilities are as follows:
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Children's rights Ghildren's responsibilities are to:

Right to education rattend school
ostudy hard
odo homework
oobey teachers
otake care of school property
oobey school rules

2 Right to parental or
guardian's guidance

olisterL obey, respect and cooperate with parents,

teachers, elderly people and guardians

oassist with household tasks

3 Right to protection
against child abuse

ravoid risky situations that promote child abuse
.report to appropriate authorities any body

involved in child abuse

4 Right to privacy obehave responsibly while parents are away

.respect the privary of others

oconduct themselves in a disciplined manner

5 Right to enough food oeat the food provided

oavoid wasting food

6 Right to good health rpractise good hygiene
.report about one's health
oseek medical treatment when sick

7 Freedom of association
with others

obehave properly when in company of other

children

obe tolerant

olisten to and learn from others

8 Right to be treated

fairly before the law

oobey the law
oobey community acceptable behaviours

9 Right to life .respect the right to life of everyone else
oavoid risky situations which can harm you

10 Freedom of
expression/speech

olisten to and leam from others
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Actioity 2 Discussing children's rights and responsibilities

L In groups, come up with responsibilities for each of the following
rights:
a. right to be taught

b. right to learn in a clean classroorn

c. right to have leaming materials

d. right to be free from beating or severe punishment

e. right to be respected by teachers and other leamers

2 Report your group work to the class for discussion.

3 Demonstrate your responsibility by keeping your classroom clean.

Violation and abuse of children's rights
Very often, children's rights are broken or not observed by some people.
We call that a violation of children's rights. Abuse is a very cruel or violent
treatment of children. Abuse of children's rights is done by children
themselves, parents, individuals and sometimes teachers. The following
are some examples of child abuse:
o beating and kicking a child

. cursing a child

' raPing a child

. forcing a girl into marriage

. selling of children so that they go and work elsewhere as domestic
workers, estate or factory workers

. forcing children to go and work in estates, engage in theft, street
vending, etc, to earn a living for the family

o disallowing children to attend school

o forcing children to do cruel punishment

Actioity 3 Identifying violations of children's rights
1 lx pairs, discuss:
' 

a. how you are treated by teachers when you come to school late or
make noise in class

b. how you are treated by parents or guardians when you arrive
home late'

c. how girls are treated at school
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d. tasks given at home and at school that interfere with your
education

e. cases of beatings or cruel treatment in homes and at school

f. whether you are allowed to talk freely with your parents or
guardians at home

2 Report your group work to the class for discussion.

Institutions that protect children's rights
Since there are many children whose rights are abused, it is important that
you know where to report cases of abuse. If your rights have been abused
in one way or another, report to the following:
. family members, ie, parents, elder brothers and sisters, uncles, aunts,

grandparents, etc
. community members, ie, neighbours, religious leaders, traditional

Ieaders

. school authorities, ie, teachers, school prefects
o the police
o district welfare offices
r non-governmental organisations (NGOs) dealing with people's rights

It is importanf however, that you avoid situations which can lead to abuse
of your rights. Some of the ways are as follows:

. avoiding taking lonely and bushy routes

. avoiding accompanying or trusting a stranger

r avoiding getting anything from an unknown person

. running away from someone who wants to do something bad to you

o shouting if someone wants to do something bad to you, eg, rape

Actiztity 4 Identifying institutions that protect children's
rights

1 In pairs, identify institutions that protect your rights.

2 In groups, compose a song on children's rights.

3 Sing the song on rights.

4 Discuss the meaning of each song.

5 Report your findings to the class for discussion.
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6 Role play how to report abuse and violation of children's rights.

7 Discuss the role play.

Review exercise
Answer the following questions.

L Explain the term human rights.

2 Explain at least five children's rights and freedoms.

3 Describe children's responsibilities for specific rights.

4 Explain at least 3 different forms of violation and abuse of children's
rights.

5 Name four institutions that protect children's rights.

6 Explain how you can report abuses and violations.

Summary
In Malawi, any person below 16 years of age is a child. All children have
the same rights including orphans and those with disabilities. However, in

exercising their rights, children have responsibilities as well. Children may

also be abused and mus! therefore, report any cases of abuse.
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UNIT 20 Social services in Malawi

lntroduction
In Standard 5, you learnt about the family and the local community as units
that bring people together and support each other in a number of ways.
You also learnt that every individual is entitled to certain services that are
provided by the family and the immediate community.

In this unit you will learn about social services that are provided to people
in their respective communities. Knowing where social services are, is
useful in times of need.

Activities
Social services provided in Malawi
Social services are services that are provided to the people in their
communities for them to live a huppy life. There are a number of social
services that are provided in our communities such as education and
health. These are provided by individuals, farnily, private organisations as
well as government.

Actiaity 1- Identifying social services provided in Malawi
1 In groups:

a. brainstorm social services that are provided in Malawi

b. discuss the social services that are provided in Malawi

c. study the illustrations on social services shown below.
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d. identify other institutions that provide social services in Malawi
e. discuss institutions that provide social services

2 Report your findings to the class for discussion.

The importance of social services provided in Malawi
For people to live a happy life, they require certain services which the
family alone cannot provide. since people in their societies are not always
provided with all services, there is a need to provide them with certain
services. For example:
o Education provides services such as knowledge, skiils, literacy and

numeracy.
' Health provides services such as medicines, hearth education and

sanitation.
o Transport provides services such as roads, water and air transport.
' Defence force provides security of the country against external

enemies.
o Banking provides services such as loans and safe keeping of people's

money.
o Communication provides services such as, telephone, postage stamps,

internet fax.

Actiaity 2 Discussing the importance of social services
1 In groups:

a. study the pictures on page 96
b. identify the social services that are being provided
c. discuss the importance of the services to the individual, community

and the nation
d. discuss the roles that you can play in supporting social services

shown on the pictures

2 Report your findings to the class for discussions

Review exercise
Answer the following questions.
1 Name some of the social services provided in Malawi.
2 Identify the institutions that provide the social services.
3 suggest any two ways in which you can support the provision of social

services..
:
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4 Explain the importance of the following social services:

a. education

b. health

c. communication

5 If you were given funds to run a social service, which one would you

choose? Give reasons for your choice.

Summary
Social services are services that are provided to the people for them to

survive and live a happy life. It is, therefore, necessary that you should be

aware of your responsibility in supporting them'
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UNIT 23 Tourism in Malawi

Introduction
Some people move from their homes to visit places of interest. This is
called tourism. The people who visit places of interests are called tourists.
Malawi has several beautiful places that attract tourists. In Unit 2, you
learnt about physical features. Some physical features are part of
interesting places. In this unit, you will learn about tourism, its importance
and problems that affect this industry.

Activities
Location of tourism centres in Malawi
Places of interest in Malawi include mountains, plateaus, valleys,
waterfalls, lakes, wildlife and cultural centres.

Actiaity 1- Discussing the meaning of the terms'tourism'
and'tourist'

1 Brainstorm centres of interest.

2 In groups, discuss:
a. what makes the centres to be of interest

b. the meanings of 'tourisrn'and'tourists'

3 Report your findings to the class for-discussion.

Actiaity 18 Locating tourism centres in Malawi
1 In groups/ study the map of Malawi onpage24.

2 Locate the tourist centres you have been provided with.

3 Display your maps for others to see and comment.

The importance of tourism to Malawi
Malawi as a country benefits from tourism. Some of the benefits are as
follows.
o Tourists spend money through the hiring of cars and staying in hotels

in the country.

. People are employed to assist tourists as hotel workers and tourist
guides.

o Tourists buy souvenirs to take them home.
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Actiuity 2 Discussing the importance of tourism in Malawi
1 Listen to a resource person talking about tourism.
2 In your groups, discuss what you have leamt from the resource

person's presentation.
3 Discuss what the country benefits through such visits.
4 Identify other benefits which were not mentioned by the resource

Person.
5 Report your findings to the class for discussion.

Problems that affect tourism in Malawi
The tourism industry in Malawi has some problems, such as:
. poor conditions of roads
. inadequate hotels and rest houses
. poor condition of rest houses

To improve the tourism industry there is a need to:
. build more hotels and rest houses
. build better roads
o train tourist guides

Actiaity 3 Identifying problems that affect tourism in
Malawi

1 Read the case r:Ot below and answer questions that follow.

Yonjononi ond Chifuniro on o tour
Yonjononi ond Chifuniro went on o tour with two foreign
visitors. They wanted to visit interesting ploces on Zomba
Mountoin ond Liwonde Notionol Pork. The first place to visit was
onZomba Mountoin. As they went up, the cor they hired broke
down becouse of the poor condition of the rood. They stoyed
there for two doys. The food supply went out, os it wos enough
for only o doy. The nearest restqurant wos ot the foot of the
mountoin some 14km owoy. During the night they slept in the
open, since rest houses were for awoy. Sometimes they were
disturbed by stronge sounds.

When the cor wos fixed, they could not go to the ploces they
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wonted to visit becouse they did not know the direction, ond
the rood wos slippery. fnsteod, they decided to go to Liwonde
Notionol Pork to see onimols in the notional pork. Unfortunotely,
they did not f ind the game ?angers ond tourist guides becouse
the time they booked hod olreody possed. They came bock
without seeing the gome.

Questions
a. Mention two problems the grouP had when going up Zomba

Mountain.

b. \AIhy did the group fail to see the game at Liwonde National Park?

c. What do you think would have been done to avoid the problems?

d. Identify other problems not mentioned in the story.

e. Suggest ways of overcoming the problems you have mentioned

above.

f. Report your findings to the class for discussion.

Review exercise
Answer the following questions.

1 Mention two tourist centres in each of the following regions:
a. northem region

b. central region

c. southem region

2 Explain the importance of tourism to Malawi.

3 \A/hat are some of the problems faced by the tourism industry in

Malawi?

Summary
Malawi has several areas of interest. These attract tourists. Malawi,
therefore, benefits from the industry in several ways. In some cases/
Malawi faces some problems in the tourism industry. There is need to
improve tourist services so that the country should benefits from the
industrv.
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UNIT 24 Transport and communication in
Malawi

Introduction
In Standard 5, Unit 10, you learnt about transport and communication in
your district. Transport and communication are important in carrying
goods, people and passing information from one point to the other.

In this unit you will learn about transport and communication in Malawi.

Activities
The main types of transport and communication in Malawi
People use different types of transport and communication to:
. move and carry goods from one place to another

. pass on informatiory ideas and news from one place to another

Actiaity 1 ldentifying the main types of transport and
communication in Malawi

1 Study the following types of transport and communication methods.
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2 In groups, identify:

a. the different types of transport and communication shor,rm in the
illustrations

b. put in each box of the table below the type of transport and
communication identified for each purpose. An example is given
for vou in the table

Report your work to the class for discussion.
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This type usually/mostly moves or carries

People Goods lnformation

aeroplane aeroplane aeroplane



Road transport
There are many roads in Malawi. Roads connect rural areas and villages
with the district headquarters or boma. Th"y also connect district
headquarters with the main towns and cities. Some of the roads are tarred,
allowing cars to move even during the rainy season without problems.
Others, however, are gravel or earth roads. The following map shows
some of the major roads in Malawi.

a map of Malawi showing main roads and railway lines

You can see from the map that Malawi is also connected with neighbouring
countries by roads. These roads include the:
o Mzuzu-Karonga road to Mbeya in Tanzania. The road continues to
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Dar-es-salaam, a big sea-port on the Indian Ocean.

. Lilongwe-Mchinji road to Chipata inZarnbia - continues to Lusaka,
the capital of Zambia.

. BlanVre-Mwanza road to Harare, capital of Zimbabwe

. Blantyre-Mulanje-Muloza road to Quilimane in Mozambique

There are rnany different types of motor vehicles that use the roads. They
include small cars, Iorries, buses, trucks and road oil tankers. Oil tankers
carry petrol, diesel and paraffin. Bicycles also use the roads as well as
pedestrians.

Activity 2 Discussing the road transport system in Malawi
1 Study the map of Malawi on page LlL which shows the main roads and

railway lines.

2 In pairs, trace how one would travel from:
a. Chitipa to Mulanje

b. Nsanje to Mchinji

c. Mangochi toMzuzu

3 Identify the goods which may be transported from:
a. Mulanje to Lilongwe

b. Blantyre to Karonga

c. Karonga to Lilongwe

d. Dwangwa to Mchinji

e. Mangochi to Blantyre and Lilongwe

4 Report your work to the class for discussion.

Railway transport
Malawi has got two railway lines which pre used to transport its goods
within the country and for sale outside the country. The railway lines are
shown in the road map shown earlier. Tlrey are as follows.

The Beira railway line t
It starts from the port of 6eira on the Indhn Ocean in Mozambique,
through Nsanje in Malawi. From there, tlre line extends northwards
through Balaka Salima Lilongwe and Mittifji.

The Nacala railway line
This also starts from the Indian Ocean port of Nacala in Mozambique,
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through Nayuchi on the border with Malawi. It enters Malawi through the
border town of Nayuchi to Liwonde on the River shire and then.ioins the
Blantyre-Balaka railway at Nkaya.

Actiaity 3 Discussing the railway transport system in Malawi
L In pairs, and with reference to the map:

a. trace railway routes from the map on page 109 and identify the
main towns of the Beira railway line and Nacala railway line.

b. suggest possible goods that may be transported by railway lines
2 Report your work to the class for discussion.

3 hrdividualry, draw in your notebooks a map of Malawi (do not trace
from the book), and locate:
a. major roads

b. railway lines

c. towns

4. Display your maps in class for discussion.

Water transport
Lake Malawi provides a very important route in Malawi. The transport
route starts from Monkey Bay in the south of the lake, to Chipoka,
Nkhotakota Likoma Chizumulu, Nkhata Bay, usisya and Chilumba.

]he9e are the major ports. A port is a place where ships or steamers stop to
load or off load goods and passengers.

the MV Mtendere
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There are two types of ships which sail in lake Malawi: those that carry
passengers and those that carry cargo or goods.
. Passenger steamers are Chanry Maples,Illala and Mtendere.
. Cargolgoods ships include Karonga and Nkhwazi which carry mostly

agricultural produce (sugar, rice, maize); Ufulu and Mpasa which carry
petrol, diesel and paraffin.
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Actioity 4 Discussing the lake transport route in Malawi
1 Study the map of Malawi on page 122 which shows lake transport

route and major ports.

2 In pairs:
a. identify an area which depends on water transport

b. suggest goods which are needed by the people there

c. identify and name a port which has all the three tyPes of transport:
road, rail and water

d. suggest goods which are transported by lake from Karonga and
Nkhata Bay to Monkey Bay or Chipoka

3 Report your pair work to the class for discussion.

4 In your note books, draw a map of Malawi showing the lake transport
route and the ports.

5 Display your maps in the classroom for discussion.

Air transport
Air transport is the fastest means of travelling. However, it is very
expensive. Malawi has two types of air transport services: domestic and
international air services.

Domestic air setztices
This refers to air transport provided within Malawi by Air Malawi. The
major airports are Chileka in Blantyre , Karnuzu International Airport in
Lilongwe, Mzuzu and Karonga.

Kamuzu Intemational Airport in Lilongwe
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a map of Malawi showing domestic and international air routes
Int ernational air s erztice s

This refers to air transport provided to enable people to travel to other
countries like Europe, America, Kenya, Tanzatia, South Africa and
Zirnbabwe. Each of the countries has its own airlines, eg, South African
Airways, Kenya Airways, Air Zirnbabwe, Ethiopian,Airways.
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Actioity 5 Discussing the air transport system in Malawi
1 Study the map of Malawi on page L24 which shows domestic and

international air routes.

2 In groups/ identify cities and countries where international airlines fly
to:
a. the north of Malawi

b. the south and west of Malawi

3 In the same groups, discuss what may be carried by aeroplanes.

4 Report your work to the class for discussion.

Communication
Communication is mostly used for passing on information from one person
or place to another. Some of the means of communication are letters, TV,
phones, radios, newspapers, electronic mail (email), drum, whistles and
tree branches.

. Actiuity 6 Identifying communications systems
1 Study the illustrations on page 110 above.

2 In pairs:
a. identify ways used for communication

b. suggest other types of communication you know

c. discuss the importance of each type of communication

3 Report your work to the class for discussion.

Actioity 68 Discussing traditional methods of
communication

1 For your next lesson, you should:
a. go home and listen to the radio arid television (if you have any)

and take note of what is presented on both the radio and
television.

b. bti.g with you any newspapers or magazines from home.

c. ask your parents on traditional methods of communication.

2 In class, discuss:
a. how radios, TV, newspapers andrnagazines assist in

communication.

b. traditional methods of communication.
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3 Present your findings to the class for discussion.

The importance of transport and communication in Malawi
Transport and communication systems are important in the following

ways.
. Road transport connects villages with markets.

. Railway transport provides easy transport for people living along the

railway line .

o Water transport makes the transportation of agricultural produce such

as rice, sugar, maize and cotton easy.

o Communication makes it faster to pass on messages to other people.

Actiztity 7 Discussing the importance of transport and
communication systems in Malawi

1. In groups:
a. discuss the importance of the means of transport and

communication in your area.

b. discuss other means of transport and communication not used in

your area.

2. Report your work to the class for discussion.

Actioity 78 visiting a transPort and communications area
L Visit any type of transport or communication site found within your

area.

2 Discuss what you have learnt from the visit.

3 Report your findings to the class for discussion.

Problems of transport and communication in Malawi
The following are some of the problems of transport and communication in

Malawi.
. Some people use cars which are not in good condition. This makes it

dangerous to drive on the roads.

o It is relatively expensive to build and maintain a railway line.

o Water transport requires deep ports for steamers to load and offload

goods and passengers.

o It is difficult to maintain aircrafts.

. Some people steal communication equipment like telephone receivers.
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Actiztity I Identifying problems of transport in Malawi
L In groups, discuss other problems of transport and communication

under the following:
a. road transport

b. rail transport

c. water transport

d. air transport

e. communication

2 Report your work to the class for discussion.

3 In the same groups, suggest ways of solving problems of transport and
communication in Malawi.

4 Report your group work to the class for discussion.

Review exercise
Answer the following questions.
L State the main types of transport and communication in Malawi.

\. 2 a. bru* a map of Malawi

, b. Locate the major roads and towns.

c. Locate and name the railway lines.

F, Explain the importance of each type of transport and communication in
Malawi.

4 Explain the problems of transport and communication in Malawi.

Summary
The main types of transport in Malawi are road, railway, water and air
transport. Transport is important because it makes it easy for people to
move from one place to another and conduct their businesses. It also
provides easy movement of goods. Each type of transpor! however, has its
own problems.

Communication is also important because messages and information are
easily passed on to other people.
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