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On Friday 12th June fourteen teachers 
from Malawi came to the UK to visit 
their partner schools: Brunswick House 
Primary, Cranbrook Primary, Christ’s 
College Guilford, Salehurst Primary, 
Lamberhurst Primary, Hollingbourne 
Primary, The Maplesden Noakes School, 
Etchingham Primary, Old Bexley Primary, 
St Margaret’s Junior School, Sissinghurst 
Primary, Storrington First School, 
Swadelands Secondary and Weald 
Community Primary. 

12th June – Airport Pick Up:  
 
The teachers arrived in the UK 
early Friday morning. Chris and 
I collected them from Heathrow 
without problems to take them 
to High Weald Academy where 
their UK partners picked them 
up. There were many 
comments from the 
Malawians about the lack of 
people walking on the road! 
 

Saturday 13th June – London Tour:  
 
After a night of rest the teachers and their hosts met us in Charing Cross to see some of 
London’s sights. It also happened to be the Trooping of the Colour which made the tour 
even more exciting; the Malawi teachers even caught a glimpse of the Queen and were 
able to watch the spectacular fly over from St James’ Park.  
 
The day ended with an afternoon meal at Pizza Express before the people split to go their 
separate ways. Most were ambushed by the naked ride in Trafalgar square, which concluded 
a very interesting day for our Malawi guests! 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
School Highlights  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

15th – 19th June - School Visits  
 
During the visit Chris and I 
managed to visit all 14 schools 
who were hosting a teacher. For 
me these visits were some of the 
absolute highlights of the week; it 
was a privilege to see the impact 
that the partnerships are having 
on the schools. It was great to 
spend some time in each school 
to observe some of the activities 
and teaching that they are doing.
 
Right: Staff at St Margaret’s Junior with 
their Malawi teacher 
 

All the schools made sure that their 
Malawi teachers were heavily involved in 
school life. As well as observing several 
lessons, there were some highlights. I 
did an assembly in Brunswick House 
Primary where they were having a 
Malawi themed day and all the
children came dressing the colours of 
the Malawi flag. St Margaret’s teamed 
up with Hoo St Werburgh, who also 
have a Malawi link, to broaden the 
education to another school through an 
environmentally focused visit. 

Cranbrook Primary have really been 
struggling over the last year or so to 
maintain their link, but a lot of time was 
spent discussing a future strategy and 
they hope to extend their funding to 
facilitate an October visit. Christ’s 
College have already had approval from 
the British Council to extend their 
funding and will be visiting Malawi in 
October.  
 
Above left: Wales Duwe teaching Geography at 
Maplesden Noakes Secondary 
 
Right: Damiano visiting Hoo St Werburgh to answer 
some of the eco-committee’s questions. 
 



 

London Beach – Fundraising Dinner  
 

 
 

London Beach Celebration Dinner was a great way to end the visit, with 86 
people attending and John Rolfe from the British Council giving a short speech 
about International Partnerships. McGiven Chinyamula spoke on behalf of the 
Malawi teachers and the whole group performed a traditional song, which was 
excellent. Despite some problems with management at the hotel, the whole event ran 
very smoothly. 


